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What: Press Conference-SWOP-USA (Sex Workers Outreach Project-USA/NORCAL)

 protests  entrapment and costly prosecution of Male Escort in Fremont

When: Wednesday12:30, Nov 7, 2007

Where: Fremont Municipal Court, 39439 Paseo Padre Parkway Fremont California.

Contacts: Carol Leigh 415-751-1659; Veronica Monet 888-903-0050; Robyn Few SWOP-USA-877-776-2004

 For Immediate Release 11-6-2007

Alameda Co. Pays 8 Officers (and one dog) Overtime to Bring Starchild to Fremont for An Attempted Prostitution Sting

The Alameda County trial of Starchild (the legal name of a former candidate for San Francisco Supervisor) is progressing with speed and will possibly be culminated on Wednesday, November 7th. Sex Worker rights activists from SWOP-USA (Sex Workers Outreach Project), Erotic Services Providers Union and BAYSWAN (Bay Area Sex Worker Advocacy Network) have picketed and attended the proceedings in disbelief that Alameda has spent precious resources, including overtime pay to lure this San Franciscan to Fremont.

Starchild was charged with prostitution as a result of entrapment in the course of a sting operation conducted by the Fremont Police Department on December 5th, 2005. Starchild is a well-known activist, a San Francisco hero to many. An active Libertarian, Starchild ran for Supervisor in 2006 with his occupation listed as "escort/exotic dancer." He is well known for the support he has offered others who are unfairly prosecuted for victimless offenses. 

“People have the right to live their lives as they choose as long as they do not initiate force against others, “ explains Starchild.

"This would be hilarious if it wasn't such a serious situation of entrapment," says Carol Leigh from BAYSWAN, Bay Area Sex Worker Advocacy Network. "These two female vice cops lure Starchild, a very, very handsome male escort, to Fremont of all places and offer to pay him money for sex."

“The officer admitted that she received overtime pay for this operation as is standard in these cases. How can Alameda justify these expenses to enforce a crime that they themselves attempted to bring to Fremont?” asks Robyn Few, founder of SWOP-USA. “How much overtime was spent during the course of this wave of sting operations?”

“This case is pathetic.  The tape was inaudible, but it seemed that Brenda Fox, a novice overtime vice enforcer,  had a only a sketchy idea of the elements needed to make the bust. It was clear that Starchild did not offer a quid pro quo of sex-for-cash, but sold his time as an escort. Brenda Fox testified that she believed that  her target offered all sorts of non-sexual services including snuggling!  The financial arrangement was agreed upon quite separately from any agreement that Starchild would have sex, ” adds Carol Leigh.

“I have seen hundreds of girls come through on these charges, but it takes a man to challenge it,” remarked one courthouse worker.

“It is very unusual to set up stings for male escorts offering services to women. Basically the concepts of prostitution are based on describing and regulating female sexual  initiative. Behind it there is an assumption that females wouldn’t necessarily have sex at every opportunity unless they are paid for it.  Not true for men.  Men are sluts,” suggests Leigh. 

“By admission of the prosecutor, Channel 4 was actually present at this bust.  Did they entice the police to operate this sting for their ratings?” asks Few. 

"The county is already in financial trouble. They are forced to close the court early because of these financial pressures. This money should be spent enforcing crimes of violence, robberies and burglaries to protect Fremont residents, not wasted in a long range internet entrapment of a male escort that has nothing whatsoever to do with Fremont."

The trial is being heard in Fremont Municipal Court  daily, but only between 1:30 and 4:30 due to Fremont's budget constraints.
